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Divers ſerious Cautions, plainly fhewing the [Inlawfulneſs of the Oath of A Bju 4 TI oN; and 
that (for ſeveral Reaſons ) a Branch of the O LD ROYAL FAMITY may mor: neceſiarily tend to the 


Happy Settlement of theſe Three D;Kt ated Nations, thenany other New GOWERNMENT whatſoever, / 


- 


Pen in Power muſt remember that they are ſubject 


” tolike paſſions and imperfeQions with others , and that 


they are under very ſtrong temptations to Prjde, againſt 
which, they have need to keep a conſtant and ſevere watch ; the 
rather becauſe God hath by our late ſtrange and frequent changes 
ſhewn unto Us the inſtability of all Earthly Power, in caſe they 
diſpleaſe God and diſcontent the People. This being premiſed, 
T take the boldneſs in all humility to ſuggeſt ; - 

7. That the great Intereſt and Wiſdom in Governors, lyes not 
in a violent reſtraining of Peoples Hands, but ia a ſweet prevailing 
upon their Hearts. © - IX 
- 2, ThataFree State ( of al Governments) can worſt be. ſet- 

Jed without the ing2ging of the generality ofthe People,and there- 
forethe Rulers of it ought to make it their great defign ( as Chriſt 
did in bis Ghurch) to make them a willing People in the day of 
their Power. 8 £ ; | 

-3. Thar it is. not to be expetted that the affeftions of People 

- ſhonld be regained and recovered from thoſe Diſcontents, Animo- 
ſities, and Prejudices ( wherewith they arc filled) in a moment ; 
but it is a Work of time, and to be done leiſurely, and a work that 
may be ſpoiled ,by Precipitation - As he that ſhall ſcrue up a 
ſtring in an Inſtrument tothe bigheſt at firſt, ſhall break ir in pic- 
ces, while another that brings it up by degrees, may ſafely raiſe 
it to an bigher ſtrain. Magiſtrates. being Parents, muſt bear 
with their Childrens weakneſs, and pardon their frowarddeſs, and 
not immediate rej< all that donct at the firſt word com ply with 
all their deſires: Nor. muſt they Jehu-like , drive on furiouſly ; 
but rather with Jacob, conſider the tenderneſs of the Children and 
Flocks, and lead them withgentle and eafie marches, leaſt if they 

' beover-driven they dye, - ME =D; 

4. That the affeQjons of People are notto be gained by ſome 
fair Expreſfions and Verbal Declarations, ( in whichthe generali- 
ty of men have learned to put very little confidence) bur-by viſi- 


. 


ble Demonſtrations and e&ffe&ual ations. . 


5. That it is impoſſible to ſettle the Nation, as a Free State, kut : 


ypon the Baſis of the Sober Party, the others being ſo inconſider- 
able intheir numbers and intercſt, ſo odious ro the body of the 
Nation, fo inconſiſtent with themſelves , with their own princi- 
ples, their own promiſes, and many times'theirown former aQti- 
ons, and ſo-much reſolved to ſubjeQ all Civil Aﬀairs and lotQheſts 
to their own private Conceptions in Religion, : 


6. Thatit is in vain and unreaſonable to imagine that a Sz:te can - 


bottom it ſelf upon both Parties, there being ſuch a manifeſt im- 
poſgibility of ſerving Two Maſters ; eſpecially ſuch who are, and 
are like to be at ſo wide and irreconcileable a diſtance in their prin- 
ciples, Spirits, Defignes, and Endeavours, that the one will be 
contmually provoking, ſubverting, and-counter working the 0- 
ther , and thereby tear out the Bowels of their Common Mother, 
and weaken thc Nation, and make way for any Forreign Adverſa- 
ry: Andthat they will no more cement, then the 47k and Dagen 
could ſtand together, or than the Iron and Clay in Daniels Image 
could Concorparate : And that State which ſeeks by ſuch a Syn- 
cretiſm to gain both, will indeed diſoblige both Parties, and ren- 
der their Government ungratefull to all. | | 
7. That together with Scripture and Reaſon , the experience 
of theſe times makes it manifeſt, that no ſettlement js like to be had 
in the State, unleſs there be ſome order and eſtabliſhment in the 
Church; thediſtempers in the one, ſocalily and Univerſally paſ- 
ſing ioto the other. : 


.. Thatour preſent Rulers cannot more promote their own in- - 
tereſt, then by diſcovering their own intentions in ſome Signal and | 


Real way in the behalf of the Miniſtry, Learning, and Univerſt- 
ties, and diſcountenancing that turbulent Generation of Qaaters, 
Fifth- Monarchy-men, and Rigid Anabaptifts, that the whole Nati- 
on may ſee that their Rulers do make a difference between ſuch mo- 
deſt, humble, and quiet Souls, as througtf Tenderneſs of Conſci- 
ence and humane frailty, are overtaken with ſome Errours of leſ- 
ſer importance, and ſuch as overthrow the Faith , and ſubvert the 
Foundations of Religion, and make m7 bones of trampling upon our 
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Laws, Liberties, Civil Anthorities, and Principles of righteouſneſs, 
when they ſtand in the way of their particular opinions. 

9. That they would be tender in the prefsing of Oaths, which 
have been ſo frequeutly urged, and ſo fearfully violated, that many 
are afraid even of Lawfull Oaths; and in particular, that the 
Oath of Aljuration may not be preſſed; which, 

I, Is unneceſſary and inſufficient: For , ſuppoſe it not to be 


ſufficient, that is already done, to make it Treafon for any man to 


move for the bringing i of the OLD LINE; and ſuppoie 
that the Magiſtrate ſhall th:»+ fi: to impoſe an Ingagement upon 
Members of Parlizment : Ts not this enough without an Oath of Ab- 
Juration! For if men mak? Conſcience, a bare Ingagement will be 
ſufficient ; and ifthey make moConſcrence, Ten thouſand 4bjaraivns 
will have no hold ofthem : And if the one being owned before a 
mans eEnterance into the Heuſe doth not tye him when he is entred, 
neither will the other; let men be as cautious as- they can, when 
all is done as it is their Duty as they ought; fo it is neceſſary they 
muſt truſt the Providence of God with future things, 

2, Itis ( at the leaſt ſeemingly )- unlawtull, agit is an appea- 


rance of the higheſt evil, viz. viſible breach of all Covenants, e*:, - 


(4nd We know even Lawfall things are to be avaided when they 
have buPar appearance of evil ) as itis a real and great ſcandal, not 
only tofuchas are engaged to the OLD ROYAL FAMI- 
LY; but to Thouſands of others ( and they Perſons ſ5ber and 
judicious) And beſides, it 1s a contining of Gods Providence ; 
For who can ſy that the affairs of the World, and of the Nation, may 
not be reancid to ſuch a prjtuve, that it may be not ovely lawfull, tut al- 
ſeneceſlary 70take in a Branch of that Family upen terms, and that, 
that may be the onely viſible means to prevent the total ruine of theſe 
Thr:e Nations?” Suppoſe one of that Line hereafter ſhall be , and by 
ſufficient and ſatisfying evidences appear to all People to be a Perſon 


truly Gracious, 41d heartily ready to forgive all His enemies, avd to 


g1ve whatever fwtver ſecurity can be aefired or had unto the Godly 


Party of the Nation , as al/oto thoſe that have parchaſed His Lands, 


that they ſhall enjoy them :* Suppoſe alſo, that in caſe of a refuſal, all 
Neighbouring Pritices axd States reſolve to comtribute their utmeſt and 
##ted ſtrength towards Hu reſtitution ( which no wiſe man will 


- ſay is impolsible) Suppoſe alſo that our Ships, the Walls of the N a- 


tion, are vanquiſhed and brokes, which ( unleſs 1 e wil with the vain 
S paniards faicy them to be an invincible N.vie) muſt ne:ds be allowed 
for « poſcibilitie; ana (uppoſe the hearts of the whole Nation; and the 
beſt men moſt freely and fally towards him: And Jaſtly, That the 
then preſent C but now future) Magiſtrates by tt eir ungodly and 
unrighteous, and ſelfiſh carriages, ſhould render themſelves 0di- 
ous io the whole Nation. I fay in thiscaſe, I ſuppoſe-there would 
be no Pious and Pablick ſpirited Perſon but would judge it his 
Duty to uſe all Lawfull endeavours, if not for the reſtauration of 
the whole Le, yetat leaſt for the reſtitution of ſuch a Perſon, 


. for whichthere could be no way but by the violation of that Oath 


which he had raſhly and finfully ingaged himſelf in, thereby de- 
frauding himſelf of chat Liberty which God and Nature had given 
him, and preventing himſelf-in that Duty, which the ſaving of his 
Country from total and certain ruine may indeſpenſably require 
of him. 
is. againſt Relers of Prudence, and looks tao like a ſecret Deſign 
e extravagantsin Religion, however others may be inga- 
ged thereby to provoke and irritate, and diſoblige'the ſober 
Party Tn the Nation | the moſt of whom may be gained by de- 
orees, by the Juſt and Pious Laudable aQions of their (Magiſtrates ] 


_ and craftily to oblige the State to Jean upon that broken reed which 


hath ſo oft pierced into their hands; Andit ſeems to be as the 0- 
pening of the Waund again, when there is ſome tendencie towards 
a cloſure, or like the remanding of 1/rael into the wilderneſs, when 
they were coming towards ſome Sertlement in the Land deſigned 
for thew : And therefore iris humbly defired, that in ſo nice a 
Jundture of Afﬀairs, and ſo tickl;/b a time as this is, there may be a 
forbearing of Corroding Medicaments, and People may be won 
by Lenitives. 
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